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CHAP,    to the dominions from which he had been expelled.
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___'    But though such an attempt was not unlooked
for, and though it was viewed with apprehension as
likely to impair the stability of the existing rela-
tions with the Siamese, it was believed, and indeed
asserted,* that it could not be attended with any
serious danger to the existing government of
Queda.
The attempt was at last made, and at a moment
when apparently it was not at all expected, though
the preparations for it were made within the British
A. D. 183L territories. On the 6th of April, 1831, the Siamese
were expelled from the capital of Queda by a force
embarked on board a flotilla, consisting of thirty-
five or forty small boats. The number of men
engaged in the enterprise was supposed to be be-
tween three and four hundred; they were under the
command of a person named Tuanko Kuclir, a
known pirate, but highly connected, being son of
the King of Queda's sister. Some Siamese boats
were cruising off the place, but on the approach
of the invaders their crews abandoned them, and
with exemplary promptitude sought to provide for
their own safety. The fort was garrisoned by about
two hundred men, who, as the flotilla advanced, ma-
nifested their zeal by the discharge of a few shot,
not one of which took effect. The assailants were
more successful as well as more daring. They
rushed to the attack jvith considerable spirit, and
* By the chief commissioner for Singapore, Prince of Wales
Island, and Malacca.